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background of Constantinople, a hodge-podge of Greeks and
Armenians and Levantines and Slavs and the accumulated riff
raff of all the Crusades, was not the place from which to try
the well-nigh impossible task of rejuvenating the Turkish people
and turning them into a modern nation. They therefore chose
themselves a new capital, the city of Angora, in the heart of the
Anatolian Mountains, more than two hundred miles east of
Constantinople.
Angora was old, very old. Four hundred years before our era
a tribe of Gauls had lived here, the same sort of Gauls who after-
wards took possession of the plains of France. It had passed
through all lie vicissitudes of all the cities situated on this main
road of trade. The Crusaders had captured the city. The Tartan
had done likewise. Even as late as 1832 an Egyptian army had
destroyed that whole neighbourhood. But it was there that Kemal
Pasha founded the capital city of Ms new fatherland. He purged
it of all the elements that could not be assimilated. He swapped
Ms Greeks and Armenians for Turks who lived in these other
countries. He built up his army and Ms credit with equal bril-
liance. And he made the New Turkey a going concern, though
Heaven knows the mountains of Anatolia, after fifteen centuries
of warfare and neglect, yield little enough that is considered of
any value to a Western banker who is looking round for possible
prospects in the loan market.
All the same, Asia Minor is generally recognized as being of
the utmost importance for the future trade between Asia and
Europe. Smyrna is regaining the position it already held when
the Amazons, the female warriors of the ancient world, ruled
this part of Asia and founded their curious State in wMch all
male children were put to death, and in which no man was
allowed to set foot except once a year and then exclusively for the
purpose of continuing die race.
Ephesus, where Paul still found the natives worsMpping the
image of the Chaste Diana, the ideal goddess, by the way, for a
race of Amazons, has disappeared from the face of the earth, but
the adjacent region may become one of the most lucrative fig
gardens of 'the world.